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Voter access critical
Wyoming is becoming one of the most restrictive 

states in the nation for voter access. In an election 
year it is more important than ever to make sure 
that it is easier to vote and harder to cheat.

The Jan. 25 News&Guide article “Voter regs see 
pushback” quotes from an email from the Teton 
County GOP that makes several false claims. It 
is important to note that there has been no fraud 
in Wyoming elections. According to the conserva-
tive Heritage Foundation, there have been three 
instances of fraud in Wyoming since 2000 and zero 
in the last decade. This is a testament to the cur-
rent audits, safeguards and laws we already have 
in place for elections and, most importantly, the 
outstanding work of our county clerks. Wyoming 
elections are secure, and we should not be reacting 
to projected national election fraud claims.

On Friday, Jan. 26, thanks to the request of 
nonpartisan statewide groups dedicated to fair 
elections, including the Wyoming county clerks, 
AARP, League of Women Voters, Equality State 
Policy Center, members of the Legislature’s Joint 
Corporations, Elections and Political Subdivisions 

Committee and Wyoming FREE shared their con-
cern about the secretary of state’s proposed rules. 
They were advocating for all the people who have 
lived in Wyoming their entire lives who may lose 
their legal right to vote under the proposed new 
requirements. A recent issue brief from a new or-
ganization, Wyoming FREE — focused on making 
it easier to vote and harder to cheat — points out 
that Wyoming’s voter registration is now among 
the most restrictive in the nation.

We aren’t preventing voter fraud; we’re keep-
ing qualified voters from the ballot box. This is 
not a conservative value, and it is definitely not 
a Wyoming value.

Please join me in talking with our legislators 
and contacting Gov. Mark Gordon asking them 
to push back and delay these administrative 
election changes being proposed by the Secre-
tary of State’s Office.

Paul Vogelheim
Past Teton County GOP chair

and past Teton County commissioner
Jackson

E D I T O R I A L

  In the iconic movie “Say Anything,” John Cusack’s 

character makes one of the most memorable ro-

mantic gestures of all times by standing outside his 

crush’s window, holding a boombox playing Peter Ga-

briel’s “In Your Eyes” to convey his feelings.

While grand gestures like that may seem roman-

tic and idealistic in movies, recent local and national 

stalking data reminds us that in reality, persistent 

pursuit can go quickly from being a sign of passion to 

crossing the lines into unwelcomed and even danger-

ous behavior.

An article in last week’s News&Guide discussed 

the blurred lines between romance and stalking, and 

raised concerns about local trends. Most eye-opening 

and disturbing is the connection between stalking be-

havior and domestic violence — a correlation that is be-

coming more apparent over time in Teton County and 

elsewhere in the U.S.

Recent Teton County court cases illustrate that cur-

rent and former intimate partners are the most likely 

to become stalkers. While all stalkers can be dangerous, 

experts say that past or present intimate partners are 

generally more threatening and violent than stalkers 

outside of an intimate relationship. The longer a pat-

tern of harassing or threatening tactics continues, the 

more at risk someone can be from stalking moving to a 

physical act of violence, according to Shannon Brooks 

Hamby, of the Community Safety Network.

In Teton County, numbers of stalking cases have 

stayed worrisomely steady. At the close of January, Na-

tional Stalking Awareness Month, two cases involving 

stalking had already been filed in Teton County Cir-

cuit Court: one for criminal stalking charges and one 

woman seeking a civil protection order. Last year, three 

criminal stalking cases were filed in the valley, and 
12 victims sought civil protection orders. Since 2018 

the number of protection orders sought has averaged 

around 13 a year, or more than one a month.

Understanding the gravity of these statistics, it’s es-

sential that anyone who feels threatened or harassed 

take proactive steps for personal safety. Trust your in-

stincts. Call the police if you feel you are in any im-

mediate danger. Keep a record or log of each contact 

with the stalker. Save evidence when possible. Stalk-

ers often use technology to contact their victims, so all 

emails, text messages, photos and postings on social 

networking sites should be saved as evidence.

And finally, get connected with a local victim ser-

vice provider who can assist you in exploring your op-

tions, as well as discuss safety planning. Teton County 

has many excellent resources, including the Commu-

nity Safety Network, Teton County Victim Services, 

the Jackson Police Department and the Teton County 

Sheriff’s Office. A more complete list of resources with 
full contact details is available on JHNewsAndGuide.

com via this short-link: rb.gy/xfiafx.
Taking early action can make all the difference in 

keeping our community safe.

By the editorial board: Johanna Love, Cindy Harger, 
Adam Meyer and Kevin Olson.

Reality of stalking

The Question: What do you have a love/hate relationship with?
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